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Dorothy Dodd, President 
Florida Library Association 


ALA at Miami Beach is now a mem- 
ory—and a happy one, I believe, for 
our guests as well as ourselves. 

We are all indebted to Archie Mc- 
Neal and his local arrangements com- 
mittee for the countless hours, both 
before and during the Conference, that 
contributed so much to its success. Our 
thanks are also due to Fred David 
Bryant for the fine June issue of 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES, which went 
into every registration envelope, and to 
Zella Adams and her co-workers at the 
FLA exhibit and hospitality booth. 
That free orange juice (courtesy of 
the Florida Citrus Commission) was 
the most popular give-away at the Con- 
ference. And lastly, somebody did do 
something about the weather, and we 
are duly grateful for the week of blue 
skies and Florida sunshine. 

The Library Services Bill became a 
law on June 16. This makes it more 
urgent than ever that our own bill for 
State grants in aid to county libraries 
receive favorable action by the 1957 
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Legislature. Now is the time for us to 
seek popular and legislative support for 
the bill. Next April may be too late. 
(SEE ITALICS IN STATE LIBRARY 
NEWS, THIS ISSUE) 

It is time, too, to be thinking of 
recommendations for the Trustee and 
Friend of the Library citations to be 
made at the next FLA Conference. 
Under the rules approved by the Execu- 
tive Board last year (see FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES, December 25, 1955, p. 
25), recommendations may be made 
by any Florida library board, individual 
Board member or Friend, or member 
of FLA. The recommendation must be 
accompanied by a full record of the 
nominee’s achievements in the library 
service field. Records of the nominees 


eSSAGE 


must be in the hands of Mrs. Edwina 
Cooper, Chairman, Trustees Citation 
Jury, Albertson Public Library, Or- 
lando, at least three months (Decem- 
ber 28, 1956) before the Conference. 
The sooner, the better. 

And speaking of the Conference, be 
sure to mark your calendar now—FLA 
at St. Petersburg, March 28, 29, and 
30, 1957. 


THE EDITOR REGRETS THAT 
THE SCHOOL AND CHIL- 
DREN’S SECTION AND THE 
COLLEGE AND SPECIAL SEC- 
TION ARE NOT REPRESENTED 
IN THIS ISSUE. DEADLINE FOR 
COPY WAS NOT MET BY CON- 
TRIBUTORS. 


Below are reproductions of FLA membership application cards. Ask 


non-FLA members to write for 
Library, West Palm Beach. 


cards to Zella Adams, Memorial 
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(Resumé of a talk given before the Public 
Libraries Section of the F.L.A. February 17, 
1956) 


IF YOU ASSUME—as I do—that the 
world will undergo continuing vast 
changes in the next ten years, then you 
must assume that the public library to 
survive must “keep up with the times”. 
And it follows that thus to remain 
dynamic the public librarian, along 
with government and business fore- 
casters, must predict the future as ac- 
curately as possible and plan his actions 
accordingly. His “guesstimates” will 
probably not be 100% correct but 
many trends now seem so obvious as 
to merit our serious consideration. 

This talk is based on two common 
premises: that we shall have neither 
major depression nor major world war 
during the next ten years. The inter- 
vention of government and business 
will limit our business declines to slight 
dips, while knowledge of the universal 
catastrophe to all parties involved 
should deter an all-out World War III. 

Non-library Influences 

Let us first consider the changes out- 
side the library which will affect us. 
In the field of communications, tele- 
vision, especially color television, will 
be on the ascendancy, and educational 
TV will make considerable gains. Ra- 
dio appears to be dying but any report 
of its actual death in the next ten years 
will probably be—like Mark Twain’s 
—greatly exaggerated. Films and film 
strips will gain in popularity as will 
long-playing records. Tapes, including 
pre-recorded tapes, will increase in 
popularity, especially for high-fidelity. 
Libraries should plan to stock and cir- 
culate these tapes much as they now do 
recordings. Without implying smug- 
ness, the book (and the printed word ) 
appear quite safe for another ten years. 
At this point (but not necessarily for 
all time to come) the book together 
with its allied tools of indexes and 
bibliographies, is still the most efficent 
means of storing knowledge and then 
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relocating it. To be sure, words can be 
translated into electrical impulses, or 
scratches on a disc, or punched holes on 
a card, but none of these so far are as 
physically compressed as the book, nor 
as readily amenable to detailed catalog- 
ing and indexing. 

Another change outside our library 
walls but affecting us profoundly with- 
in is our rapidly increasing population. 
At the present rate of growth, our US. 
population will reach 190 million by 
1965. The war babies of the 1940's 
will be married and having their own 
babies in the 1960's, who will fill not 
only more baby carriages but necessitate 
some two million new homes per year 
ushering in what has already been re- 
ferred to as the “gilt-edged 60's.” The 
South and West are growing the fast- 
est, with Florida percentagewise the 
“growingest” state in the union. Cali- 
fornia, however, due to its head start 


has a numerical advantage and by 1965 
should have a larger population than 
New York. Metropolitan areas will 
continue to grow the fastest, a condi- 
tion heightened by the one out of every 
five families which moves every year. 


However, people will not only be 
born oftener but they will live longer 
(once born). The average life expect- 
ancy will be at least 70 by 1965, and 
even today, some nine million of our 
population is over 65. Medical ad- 
vances will continue, with prevention 
and cure of cancer and the common 
cold likely in the next few years. Re- 
tirement will tend to be based more on 
physical and mental age and less on 
chronological age. But for most per- 
sons, librarians included, a long period 
of retirement will be mandatory, with 
personal savings, local retirement plans, 
and social security all needed to sup- 
port our senior citizens. 


The most obvious changes to those 
of us here in 1965 will be in_tech- 
nology. Among the more rapidly grow- 
ing fields are chemistry, physics and 
electronics; in these fields it can quite 
accurately be said that books are al- 
ready out of date before they reach the 
library shelves. Autos will be jet-pow- 
ered and there will be one car for each 
member of the family over the age of 
sixteen; super highways will make 
travel simple but parking will still be 
a problem. A man-made satellite— 
once a figment only of science fiction— 
will be successfully launched by our 
government in the next five years. 
Travel by air will become much cheap- 
er and faster so that little known parts 
of our globe will be commonplace. 
The magic word which will probably 
represent more change to society than 
all others combined has already been 
coined: automation. It means the end 
of the mass-production line for human 
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beings, and the beginning of a mass 
production line with all operations per- 
formed by machines. The demand will 
no longer be for unskilled laborers but 
for highly skilled technicians to super- 


vise the machines. Great masses of 


people will require upgrading and it 
can be readily anticipated that the pub- 
lic library will be one of the most use- 
ful agencies to supply the basic tools 
for this upgrading. : 


Education 


The most inevitable crisis which our 
country must face in the next ten years 
is in education. For several years now, 
our elementary school enrollment has 
been increasing at the rate of 750,000 
children per year. But for the next six 
years, it will increase at the rate of a 
million children per year. High school 
enrollment will be double its present 
size by 1965, and if the proportion of 
high school graduates entering college 
continues to grow at the present rate, 
50 percent or 5 million such graduates 
will be knocking on the doors of our 
institutions of higher learning by 1965. 
Merely to supply the school plant for 
this growing horde is a formidable task, 
for we shall require a new elementary 
school room every 10 minutes to 1960, 
and even faster after that. A new ele- 
mentary school library (and the li- 
brarian to go with it) will be needed 
every two hours. Teachers will un- 
doubtedly become scarcer, with 500,000 
new teachers necessary every year for 
the next 10 years. The horns of our 
educational dilemma will become in- 
creasingly obvious: poorer education— 
from kindergarten to Ph.D.—at a time 
in our nation’s history when more peo- 
ple want and need more learning than 
ever before—OR, the willingness of 
the tax-paying public to assume an 
educational tax burden far above any 
borne to the present time. In the mad 
scramble for taxes certain to ensue, the 
public library will have to fight hard 
tO maintain even its present share. 


Library Changes 


All of these changes will affect the 
public library and its pattern of service. 
The present trend toward larger units 
of library service will continue, as more 
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people become part of metropolitan 
More 
county and regional library service will 
provide a broader tax base, and the best 
and most efficient service will continue 


areas and fewer remain rural. 


to emerge from areas embracing not 
than 100,000 population. The 
typical branch library (with floor space 
of 2,500 to 10,000 square feet) will 
be reconsidered. Such branches are 


less 


relics of the horse and buggy era and 
there is increasing evidence that they 
are decreasingly popular with a driving 
public. The ideal of all of a city’s pop- 
ulation no farther than a mile from a 
(small) branch should be revised to 
provide first-rate “super market” serv- 
ice to those within a five-mile radius. 
Similarly, the bookmobile — with its 
acknowledged deficiencies for adult 
service — will be re-evaluated. With 
fewer rural folk to serve, with school 
libraries supplying more and more 
juvenile reading, and with the adult 
population requiring information in- 
creasingly technical and diversified 
(more college graduates — remem- 
ber? ), the familiar rolling libraries will 
become less common. 


Downgrading in library staffs will 
inevitably occur as trained librarians 
become increasingly scarce, and more 
and more non-professional persons are 
hired to fill their places. For the few 
trained librarians left, this may prove 
advantageous: most of them will be 
either library directors or department 
heads in which capacity they will never 
have to count rubber bands or sort pa- 
per clips. And although public libraries 
have always taken the largest share of 
each year’s crop of library school grad- 
uates, the trend may soon be reversed 
with the bulk going to school and col- 
lege libraries, where salaries are gen- 
erally higher, vacations longer, and the 
general outlook more “ivory-towerish.” 


Space, as always, will be at a pre- 
mium in public libraries. As the files 
of periodicals and newspapers get long- 
er and longer, even the relatively small 
libraries will rely more and more on 
microfilms and microcards. More and 
more of a library's space will be given 
over to book stacks, and the stacks 
themselves will be so arranged as to 


permit greater storage in the same 
space. Administrative space may be cut 
down, percentagewise, and all routine 
Operations — particularly in ordering, 
cataloging, and circulation—will re- 
ceive maximum mechanization. 


Library business will increase tre- 
mendously in the next decade. More 
population alone would break all exist- 
ing registration and circulation figures 
—but remember this will be a better- 
educated population, more used to 
using books and libraries than any here- 
tofore. So far as books go, non-fiction 
will be more heavily published, stocked 
and circulated than ever before. With 
television, radio and similar mass 
media supplying the westerns, who- 
dunits and light loves, fiction circula- 
tion will dwindle. Recordings, films, 
and tapes will increase in popularity to 
the point where they may account for 
1/10 to 1/5 the total circulation. As 
the population retires at varying ages, 
but continues to live comfortably for a 
number of years longer on Social Se- 
curity and other retirement, a larger 
number of senior citizens will use the 
library than ever before. 


For the librarians themselves, the 
next decade will be one of mixed bless- 
ings. The work week will be shorter, 
with a 30 to 32 hour week common 
by 1965. This may be divided into 
either five six-hour days, or four eight- 
hour days. The ideal work week will 
run from Monday through Thursday, 
with long weekends available for study, 
travel or recreation. Salaries for public 
librarians will probably advance mod- 
erately although there is little hope that 
librarians will receive as much for their 
training as they would in private busi- 
ness. However, it must be remembered 
that with automation pushing up the 
lower incomes and the income tax pull- 
ing down the higher incomes a great 
leveling effect is at work which will 
tend to equalize all take-home pay. 


Conclusion 


From this welter of predictions three 
fairly certain conclusions stand out: 
1. The book—that traditional main- 
stay of the public library—will not be 


(Cont'd on Page 19, Col. 1) 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES @ September, 1956 






| 
| 
| 














-“%ofF. oO Free Qa HD 


CO eee 


a a a a ee. 


wn 


eee ee ee ll ee le i. a i 






ith 


the 
eSs- 
ter, 
non 
into 
zht- 
will 
day, 
idy, 
blic 
1od- 
that 
heir 
usi- 
red 
the 
ull- 
reat 
will 


hree 


ain- 


t be 





eee -~ 


* 








Librarian, Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida 


AT THE TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE 
Library we have tried to relate the 
library to its military community so 
that it fits into it as an integral part 
of that life. To that end we have organ- 
ized a children’s story hour. We have 
had lectures and exhibits. We are 
planning a musical series. We have 
provided reader’s advisory service and 
coordinated the library with other ac- 
tivities on the base. 

In line with this way of thinking it 
seemed important to us that the vital 
role of the library in the adult educa- 
tion movement should be made more 
pertinent and specific and that we 
should set up on the base a study and 
discussion program. The aims of this 
program would be to provide the facili- 
ties and material for a stimulating ex- 
change of ideas, for encouraging self- 
growth and enrichment of the individ- 
ual, for helping people spend their 
leisure time in creative activity and for 
helping people become more aware of 
the critical issues of our time. 

Sprouting Wings 

Once the decision to undertake such 
a program was made, a host of new 
problems raised their heads. First, there 
was no one on the base who had had 
previous experience either as leader or 
participant in such a program. Second- 
ly, we had no way of knowing what the 
reaction of the people on the base 
would be. Would they respond to such 
a program? Could it compete with 
other activities, recreational in nature, 
which might claim their interest and 
energies? There was also the thought: 
“Suppose no one comes. Or, worse 
still, suppose only two or three people 
are interested”. Nevertheless, in spite 
of cold feet over the obstacles, it was 
decided to go ahead and try out a pro- 
gram. Encouraged by Dr. Coolie Ver- 
ner, Professor of Adult Education at 
Florida State University, caution was 
thrown to the winds and we began our 
plans for a discussion program for 


adults. 
Letters of inquiry were sent out to all 
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the various agencies which sponsor 
such programs. When these were re- 
ceived a timid announcement was 
issued that there would be a meeting for 
all those interested in the organization 
of an adult discussion group. We gave 
very little publicity to this first meeting 
because we wanted to have our feet 
firmly on the ground before extensive 
publicity was issued. 

To our first meeting came five peo- 
ple all of whom showed great enthusi- 
asm and eagerness for the establish- 
ment of an adult discussion group. We 
looked over the various programs and 
selected one entitled, “Introduction to 
the Humanities” sponsored by the Fund 
for Adult Education of the Ford Foun- 
dation. Pleased and emboldened we 
made plans for our meetings. They 
would be held in the library office 
every other Thursday at 7:30 P.M. We 
would have plenty of ash trays and the 
atmosphere would be relaxed and con- 
ducive to a pleasant exchange of ideas. 
Also we would have a social break with 
coffee and doughnuts during the meet- 
ing. 

Established 

Eleven people showed up at our 
second meeting. An Encyclopedia Bri- 
tannica film entitled, “How to Conduct 
a Discussion Group” which had been 
obtained from the State Department 
of Education in Tallahassee was shown 
to the group. During the showing 
everyone sat in rapt attention. In the 
meeting that followed there was a no- 
ticeable change in the atmosphere. 
Through some mysterious alchemy en- 
gendered during the showing of the 
film we were turned from a fumbling 
collection of individuals trying to make 
a go of something to a cohesive group 
anxious to sink our teeth into a good 
program. On this basis we decided to 
have our leaders rotate so that every- 
one would have an opportunity to serve 
as leader of the group. It was felt that 
in this way we could all develop lead- 
ership qualities and get valued expe- 
rience as discussion leaders. Interest 


was so intense now that at the end of 
the meeting the people did not go but 
stayed instead in small gatherings to 


discuss various points of interest to 
them. 


Following this meeting our programs 
were received from the Fund for Adult 
Education in California, and we were 
fully launched as a discussion group. 
At our next meeting there were 18 
people present. This meeting proved to 
be a delightful exchange of ideas for 
everyone and it was felt that now we 
were in full swing. The next leader 
was selected and everyone left promis- 
ing to study his manual and to be pre- 
pared for the following meeting. 


Our next meeting is scheduled for the 
llth of October. We have had more 
requests for membership but since a 
discussion group should not exceed 20 
people we could accept only two more 
people at this time. Further requests 
will have to await the formation of an 
other group. 


We have had up to now only four 
meetings and the whole program is just 
in its infancy. However, from an-awk- 
ward start leadership qualities and 
valuable know-how are being devel- 
oped. We have come to a point where 
the discussion is stimulating and occa- 
sionally heated. It is very heartening 
to find the interest displayed by these, 
our everyday citizens, in a program that 
is not recreational but which is geared 
instead to stimulate intellectual thought 
and to help us clarify our methods of 
thinking so as to help us solve other 
problems we will meet in the future. 


Since libraries can play a very basic 
role in adult education we would 
recommend the consideration of such a 
program by other libraries that do not 
already have one. Psychological re- 
search has shown conclusively that 
adults can learn and that you “can 
teach an old dog new tricks”. And this 


(Cont'd. Page 20, Col. 3) 


(Mrs. Walker's “route” during A.L.A. 
is traced in her description of the Con- 
ference.) 


DEAR FLORIDA LIBRARIANS: 

If you did not go to ALA in Miami 
Beach and have never been to that 
fabulous city, do take a vacation in the 
good ole summer time and visit it. 
SUMMER time, because even a librar- 
ian can pay for and enjoy its extrava- 
gance off season. There just cannot be 
another Miami Beach with its futuristic 
hotels, almost unbelievable color in the 
flowers and trees, beautiful birds, 
famous restaurants and wonderful 
dress shops. As you drive down Collins 
Avenue the words fabulous, fancifull, 
futuristic, seem uppermost in your 
mind. 

The American Library Association 
gave its members the opportunity of 
visiting this wonderful city last sum- 
mer and approximately 3,500 members 
took advantage of it when the 75th 
Annual Conference was held June 17- 
23, 1956. Registration began June 17th 
(in the converted garage of the Eden 
Roc Hotel) and the meetings were 
scheduled from early Monday morning 
until Saturday noon. 

The Conference drew librarians from 
many parts of the world. The ACRL 
members honored their visitors by hav- 
ing them seated at the speakers table 
and they were introduced during the 
luncheon meeting held at the University 
of Miami cafeteria. Many representa- 
tives from other countries were intro- 
duced at a general meeting by President 
John S. Richards, of Seattle, Washing- 
ton. The English representative added 
a very amusing note to the occasion by 
thanking ALA for all they had done 
for him and all they would do in the 
future as he intended to spend the next 
month in America. 


Federal Legislation 


Much ado was created when Presi- 
dent Richards announced that the Li- 
brary Services Act had been passed by 
Congress. 

Following is the text of the resolu- 
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tion adopted Thursday (June 21) by 
the council of the American Library 
Association at its 75th Annual Confer- 
ence in Miami Beach: 


WHEREAS: The Library Services Act has 
been passed by the House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate during the 2nd 
Session of the 84th Congress and signed 
by the President of the United States, 

AND WHEREAS: This action represents 
an unprecedented expression of confi- 
dence by the President and members of 
Congress in the importance of public 
libraries in a free democracy, 

AND WHEREAS: This Act authorizes 
financial assistance for the extension, de- 
velopment and improvement of public 
library service to the people throughout 
the United States, 

AND WHEREAS: The impact of this leg- 
islation is two-fold, presenting both a 
long-awaited opportunity, and a grave 
responsibility, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That 
the members of the American Library 
Association in their 75th Annual Con- 
ference assembled at Miami Beach, Flor- 
ida, June 17-23, 1956, hereby convey 
their heartfelt thanks to the President 
and the members of Congress who have 
worked so earnestly and effectively for 
this legislation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 
members of the American Library Asso- 
ciation accept the challenge of this legis- 
lation and express the full extent of their 
appreciation through action — Action 
that will result in the kind of public 
library service anticipated by the mem- 
bers of Congress in their support of the 
Library Services Act. 

At a later general meeting Julia Ben- 

nett of the Washington office of the 

ALA was justly and amusingly awarded 

for her unerring persistance in the 

work of getting the Act signed. 
Since this Act has been passed? now 
is the time to make the law a reality 


in library service to all the people. 
Storm Center 


The movie Storm Center which was 
shown at the first general session on 
Monday night, turned out to be a 
storm center in itself. Bette Davis was 
the plump, shabbily respectable librar- 
ian who tried too hard to prove that 
freedom to read is part of our heritage. 
Some of the comments we heard later: 


“Well, the acting was good, but do we 
really act like that?” 


“Will the picture tell the story to the 
public and the City Council that it is 
supposed to tell?” 


“Isn't the idea a little frightening?” 
“Why so heavy with the emotions?” 


“Did you get the idea that only the 
Daddy was sane?” 


Serials 


From the Serials librarian’s point of 
view, the joint meeting of the Catalog- 
ing and Classification Division and the 
Serials Round Table had its amazing 
moments. The program was listed as 
follows: 


Case Studies on the Application of the 
Lubetzky Principles to Serials: 


At the Armed Forces Medical Library 
—M. Ruth MacDonald 


At the New York Public Library— 
Paul B. Kebabian 


Comments and questions on previous 
papers—F. Bernice Field, Yale Uni- 
versity Library. 


In short, the first two libraries treat 
each title change as a new title and 
catalog it as such with appropriate 
notes—i.e., formerly . . . or changed to. 
. . . But no card in the public catalog 
would give the complete history of a 
periodical if it changed its title! 


Miss Field deemed this method in- 
advisable in most libraries. It apparent- 
ly works in very specialized libraries, 
but for the university or general public 
library there are too many places to 
look and too much followup work in 
which the public would need help from 
a trained librarian. 


Circles of Information 


After hearing all the buzzing about 
the Circles of Information from out 
own staff, one could not afford to miss 
them, for certainly they were the high- 
lights of the conference in so far as 
ACRL was concerned. This idea of 
small groups gathering to talk informal- 
ly on certain subjects had proved to be 
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une 17-23, 1956, Miami Beach 


a success at two previous conferences, 
so Stanley L. West, University of Flor- 
ida Libraries, was asked to be in charge 
of the circles at the Miami Beach Con- 
ference. Twenty-nine subjects were 
listed and leaders for the two days 
asked to preside. Gathered around these 
tables were head librarians, department 
heads, branch librarians and assistants 
in the library, asking questions, answer- 
ing questions and laughing as they 
found that they were not alone in their 
very unusual (or so they thought) 
problems. In the Serials group some 
of the questions were as follows: 


Who sets up the entry for the new 
serials? 


Who does the claiming? 


Do you use the traveling card and does 
it work? 


Are the serials in the main catalog? 


The answers to these questions were 
as varied as the size and type of the 
college and university libraries repre- 
sented. Judging from the comments 
heard as we left the room and from 
the attendance, the Circles of Informa- 
tion were a huge success again. 


Acquisitions 


The program given Thursday by the 
Board on Acquisition of Library Mate- 
rials proved most interesting. Here is 
the gist of the two most vital speeches, 
one of which was not listed on the 
program. 

Advanced Payment Plan for Periodical 

Subscriptions—William H. Kurth, 


Order Division, Library of Congress, 
Washington, D.C. 


Acquisitions of Material Printed in Rus- 


sia—Simeon Bolan, Bibliographer, 
Russian Institute, Columbia University. 


It seems many libraries tried this 
“Long Term Payment Plan” and many 
more are planning to venture out on it. 
For many years, magazines have adver- 
tised lower rates for two or three or 
five year subscriptions; but few libraries 
have made it a practice to extend their 
subscriptions for that long a period. 
This long term rate is available through 
agents for a large percent of the period- 
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by SUE R. WALKER 


Assistant in Library (Serials), 
Acquisitions Department, 


University of Florida Libraries 


icals published in America, at least ten 
percent in England, but the rate is sel- 
dom lowered on the continent. Agents 
are accepting long term subscriptions, 
however, at the same price which is 
itself a small saving. 


There are many arguments in favor 
of this method of payment; such as less 
paper work, a saving especially if the 
rate is lower, and fewer numbers 
missed because renewal was not or- 
dered on time. However, there is also 
red tape which sometimes must be cut 
in order for state institutions to be al- 
lowed to pay this amount in advance. 


It was suggested that in making 
the change from yearly payments, only 
one third or less of the total subscrip- 
tions be converted each year until the 
list has been completed. This staggers 
the payments and causes less confusion 
while making the shift. 


The other talk, given by Mr. Bolan 
of the Russian Institute of Columbia 
University was very interesting. Mr. 
Bolan had recently returned from Rus- 
sia and gave a very vivid account of his 
trials in attempting to acquire for Co- 
lumbia all types of material printed in 
Russia. He was sent by Columbia to 
secure books and periodicals, both old 
and new, by purchase or exchange. Of 
course, he had to go through much red 
tape: requesting permission to locate 
the material; upon location, a list had 
to be turned in to officials to request 
purchase; proper payments made in ad- 
vance for the material to be shipped 
later. Little or no storage is available 
for books or periodicals so if you do 
not obtain these as they are printed they 
are soon unavailable. This is especially 
true of scientific periodicals because 
only a limited number are printed. Mr. 
Bolan expects to set up a Russian book 
trade center for American libraries in 
New York in the near future. He will 
send out catalogs as soon as he has 
material available. 


Closing Session 


The last general session was as usual 
the gala event of the conference with 
Governor Frank G. Clement of Ten- 


nessee, Miss Helen Harris, also of 
Tennessee, and Guy R. Lyle, Emory 
University Libraries, as speakers. The 
subject was the Twentieth Century 
South—As Reflected in Southern Li- 
braries. 


Ralph B. Shaw, incoming president, 
gave his inaugural address. In speak- 
ing of the professional help needed to 
carry out the provisions of the Library 
Services Act he said: 


“We must find professional staff 
right now for manning this urgent pro- 
gram. If the libraries with four or 
more professional staff members in a 
single location would, by immediate ac- 
tion, identify clerical duties and assign 
them to clerical staff, we could free more 
then enough professional staff for the 
job. Not only would we make possible 
the manning of our rural library service 
program, but we would increase the 
effectiveness of utilization of personnel 
in these libraries and the cooperating 
libraries, too, would gain. There is noth- 
ing new or visionary in this approach. 
It has been applied increasingly. In some 
cases, such as that of the Circulation 
Department of the New York Public Li- 
brary, better assignment of jobs meant 
that they did not need to add professional 
staff for adult services for 2 years. The 
only new factor here is a great urgency 
for acceleration of this process.” 





This statement of finding trained 
librarians seemed to run all through the 
conference. The faculty from the vari- 
ous library schools are more puzzled 
than ever over the lack of students now 
training to be librarians. They cannot 
begin to fill the vacancies, to say noth- 
ing of the many newly created positions 
in the new schools. Shall we put re- 
cruiting up as top billing? ??? 














by 
Dorothy Dodd 


How will the Library Services Act 
affect Florida? Can our community 
qualify for federal funds? 

Those are the kinds of questions we 
have been receiving since the Library 
Services Act was signed by President 
Eisenhower on June 16. 

The Act authorized Congress to ap- 
propriate $7,500,000 a year for each 
of five years to be allotted to the states 
on a matching basis. Each state receives 
a basic allotment of $40,000 plus ad- 
ditional funds based on the rural pop- 
ulation of the United States. The mon- 
ey is matched on the basis of the per 
capita income of the state as compared 
to the national per capita income. 

At the time of writing, we do not 
know whether an appropriation was 
made before Congress adjourned or, if 
it was made, whether the entire 
$7,500,000 was appropriated. If the 
full amount was appropriated, Florida 
is entitled to $133,211 for each of the 
five years of the program. This money 
can be matched by state and/or local 
funds spent for rural library service. 
No allocation will be made, however, 
unless the first $40,000 can be matched. 

The exact amount of matching funds 
required has not be announced. If the 
bill had become law last year, Florida 
would have had to put up a total of 
$90,861—or 40.55 percent—to quali- 
fy for the full amount to which it is 
entitled. Since the state’s per capita 
income is probably rising faster than 
the national rate of increase, it is likely 
that the amount required for matching 
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will be greater than $90,861. 

We have been informed by the ALA 
Washington Office that that part of the 
State Library budget used for extension 
can be counted for matching. Other- 
wise, unless and until the state aid for 
county libraries bill is passed, or the 
State Library’s budget is increased, any 
other money we can use will have to be 
matched by local funds. Federal money 
matched by local funds can only be 
expended in the area putting up the 
money. No local area will be eligible 
to participate in the program if its cur- 
rent appropriation for rural library 
service falls below the amount it ex- 
pended in 1955-56. 

Each state must submit to the U. S. 
Commissioner of Education a plan for 
the extension or improvement of li- 
brary service in rural areas. The State 
Library Board, which is the agency au- 
thorized to administer the Florida pro- 
gram, appointed a committee to prepare 
a plan several months ago. This com- 
mitte is seeking to develop a plan that 
will be flexible enough to meet the 
varied library situations found through- 
out Florida. 

Obviously, the program will] have to 
Start in areas which can provide local 
funds for matching. Priorities will be 
given, as far as practicable, to units of 
from 25,000 to 50,000 people, or 
where two or more counties will join 
together. It is expected that participa- 
tion in the program will be on a county 





aie 4 


basis except where a municipal library 
might contract to give county-wide 
service. 

An important thing about the fed- 
eral program, and one that is not gen- 
erally realized, is the $133,211 for five 
years will not enable every rural coun- 
ty to participate. Also, since federal 
funds. will be withdrawn at the end of 
the five year period, the areas which do 
participate must be able and willing to 
provide money with which to continue 
library service after the program termi- 
nates. Local and state support must be 
forthcoming if the program is to be 
effective. 


LATE NOTE ON LIBRARY 
SERVICES BILL: 


Congress. appropriated $2,050,000 
for grants under the Library Services Act 
before it adjourned. This will allow the 
federal library program to begin opera- 
tion this year, but on a smaller scale 
than authorized by the Act. Instead of 
appropriating the full authorization of 
$7,500,000, the House and Senate Con- 
ferees on the Second Supplemental Ap- 
propriations Bill cut the amount, say- 
ing the $2,050,000 was all that could 


(Cont'd on Page 20, Col.3) 
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FLORIDA LIBRARIANS are relaxing a 
little and are settling back into their 
normal routine after the American Li- 
brary Association Conference in Miami 
Beach. Gretchen Conduitte, librarian 
of the Southside Branch of the Jack- 
sonville Public Library, who as chair- 
man of the ALA Friends of Libraries 
Committees, planned and presided over 
a most interesting luncheon, reports 
that vacation reading to “beat the heat” 
occupied most of the adult patrons of 
the Jacksonville Public Library during 
the summer months. Notable excep- 
tions were a group of citizens who took 
part in a Workshop on Florida Consti- 
tutional Revision which was sponsored 
by the League of Women Voters and 
attended by individuals belonging to 
several service organizations. At this 
series of four study meetings which was 
held at the South Side Branch, facts 
not opinions were emphasized. 

The librarians of Greater Miami, too, 
are back on the job still receiving let- 
ters thanking them for a “wonderful 
time” and happy that a combination of 
hard work by everyone involved (in- 
cluding people from all over the 
world), perfect South Florida weather, 
and an especially interesting program 
made a well-nigh perfect Conference. 

Margaret Beaton, librarian of the 
Coral Gables Library, who as co-chair- 
man of the Hospitality Committee ar- 
ranged a beautiful reception, is now 
busy expending services in her library, 
which has recently been taken over by 
the city. She is very proud of her new 
Autopage that has proven to be so pop- 
ular with her patrons. 


Dr. Frank B. Sessa, also on the 
Local Committee, still has a smile on 
his face because of the favorable com- 
ments of visitors to the Miami Public 
Library during the Conference, includ- 
ing the librarians who visited Edison 
Center on the tour, those who took 
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


by MRS. HELGA H. EASON 


Miami Public Library 
Community Relations Dept. 


advantage of the hospitality at the daily 
Open House in the Main Library and 
those who attended the John Cotton 
Dana Tea which was also held in the 
Main Library. The decorations for the 
Tea by the Park Division of the City of 
Miami of tropical plants and flowers, 
the waterfall and palms all were 
demonstrations of why the Miami Pub- 
lic Library won an honorable mention 
for “the diversity of its publicity and 
for the numerous examples of coopera- 
tion with the city of Miami”. 

Libraries are busy places this summer. 
As Phyllis Gray of the North Miami 
Library said “Summer is certainly the 
time for reading. Whether it’s because 
television is showing reruns or for 
some other reason, circulation and reg- 
istration are certainly booming”. 

Edith E. Olson of the Auburndale 


Public Library which 41 years ago was 
started by the Woman’s Club in the 
home of a club member, sends good 
news. The new building which was 
constructed in 1951 by the Club was 
recently turned over to the city and 
trustees were appointed. The book 
stock is 6,000 and the circulation is 
increasing rapidly since free service was 
initiated. And she says “One of the 
nice things that has happened during 
the past year was the gift by our local 
bank (Peoples Bank of Auburndale) 
of 3-year subscriptions to 15 magazines, 
plastic magazine covers and a rack for 
displaying them”. 

The Bartow Public Library's circu- 
lation and reading room patronage too 
is increasing because says Bernice J. 
Holm, its librarian “The air condition- 
ing of the library last fall has made it 


~ Photo—A. O, Conduitte, Jacksonville 


> A.L.A. Friends of Libraries committee presented as conference luncheon speaker at Miami Beach 
Hon. Charles Farnsley, former mayor of Louisville, Kentucky. He is shown here with Mrs. Gretchen 
Condvitte, Jacksonville Public Library, who was committee chairman, and Mrs. Anna Brenner Meyers 
of Miami Beach, library trustee, civic leader and Friends of Libraries committee member. 
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possible for patrons and staff to work 
and read in comfort this summer”. 


Gratia A. Meyers, librarian of the 
Carnegie Library at Bradenton, is hope- 
ful because the city fathers, she says, 
have promised an addition to the pres- 
ent building. In view of that, she adds 
“we have crowded in our already too 
crowded room a new Magazine Rack, 
Dictionary Stand and shelving ready 
for that addition, if and when we get 
it”. 

The F. E. Lykes, Jr. Memorial Coun- 
ty Library at Brooksville has started a 


Music Department with a Califone 
Record Player and says Rosalie Norris, 
librarian “a kind donor has given us a 
fine collection of classical records as 
well as a contribution for more rec- 
ords”. 


Mrs. R. S. Gutsell of the Chattahoo- 
chee Women’s Club Library writes to 
say “We have a tiny library but borrow 
about 400 books from the state. The 
opportunity of having state books is 
much appreciated by those who read”. 


Daytona Beach has two libraries with 
separate budgets and separate boards. 
Dorothy Nyren of the S. Cornelia 


> EXCELLENT PUBLIC LIBRARY PUBLICITY—Above is a recent photo submitted by Mrs. Jewel Garvin, 
Ocala Public Library. From the information | have the appeal of the ad was city-wide (including 
the county commissioners) . 
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Young Memorial Library says that her 
chief aim since becoming the library’s 
director has been to bring the two li- 
braries as closely together as possible, 
which is as she points out very much in 
line with the ALA recommendation 
this year. “The chief step taken in this 
direction has been a standardization of 
membership fees in the two libraries 
and the fact that, since January 1, any 
one joining either library automatically 
becomes a member of both libraries. A 
catalog of books purchased at either 
library since January 1 is kept at both 
libraries — the beginning of a real 
union catalog — and new accessions of 
both libraries are published in the 
daily paper”. Among the library’s ac- 
tivities is a “Great Books program with 
Rev. Shrewsbury, a Congregationalist 


minister and Dr. Taxay, a rabbi, as 
co-leaders. Support has been wide and 
strong for this and we are keeping the 
program going during the summer. Our 
two summer promotions have been 
travel books during May and June with 
a big display of travel posters and ad- 
venture books during July and August”. 


Anne Maldberg, librarian of the City 
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Island Library in Daytona Beach Li- 
brary reports what several libraries in 
the resort cities of Florida are discover- 
ing to be true that there is less and 
less difference between winter and 
summer circulation. 


W. Lovett Douglas, Chairman of the 
Library Building Campaign and hus- 
band of the librarian of Dunedin, re- 
ports a new library building. “This 
modern fireproof. building with floor 
area of 2400 sq. ft. will house approxi- 
mately 10,000 volumes and will be 
equipped with modern shelving and 
furnishings. It is centrally located, but 
Mr. Douglas 


raised funds from the citizens which was 
matched on the basis of 50c for each 
dollar raised by the City of Dunedin. 


off of main highways”. 


Through an amendment in its by- 
laws the Fort Myers Beach Public Li- 
brary is now a Free public library, the 
only one in the county, according to 
Margery C. Quig, librarian. It was 
originally a Woman's Club project, and 
before long was adopted by civic organ- 
izations, residents and tourists. A build- 
ing committee has started a building 
fund, and in less than a year has 
increased their book stock from 1,100 
to 2,000. The library is open four half- 
days and evenings, is manned by volun- 
teers who circulate about 50 books a 
day in summer and 65 in winter. 


All in all, libraries in Florida seem to 
be advancing, sometimes slowly some- 
times faster, but advancing because of 
the perseverance of librarians and Citi- 
zens alike. 


Word is received from the Gaines- 
ville Public Library that it is getting a 
workable pamphlet file thanks to Mrs. 
Sylvia Hardaway of the Louisiana State 
Library staff Who is working part-time 
this summer in the G. P. L. 


In June the Fort Pierce Library, 
known as the old Seventh St. Library, 
joined its resources to those of the St. 
Lucie County-Fort Pierce Library, giv- 
ing the new library a collection of 
33,000 books, including a fine collec- 
tion of rare Floridians. Mary Alice 
Parsons the librarian and her Board 


(Cont'd. Page 18, Col. 3) 
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These Are Some Of The Tools... 


Yes, as we approach the “Back To School” period we would do well to pause 
and reflect on the greatness of our Nation. This greatness did not just “come about” 
—it is the result of lots of hard work and strife. Our educational system has played 
a great part in developing competent people to fit the jobs required to accomplish 
this. 
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Books are the tools by which this vast wealth of information is _— from one 
generation to the other. It is our duty to preserve these to the best of our ability and 
make them as useful as possible — so before your books are torn and tattered beyond 
repair — call on “Dobbs Brothers Library Binding Company” to rebind them. 
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Our high standards of quality materials, expert workmanship and newest and 
ry, most modern equipment insure more re-circulation of your books and thus helps 
convey the information within to all at a reasonable cost. 


" Dobbs Brothers Library Binding Co. 


ed 90 Palmer Street 


ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 
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> HAVE YOU SEEN?—Library Ca- 
reers—the brochure published by the 
Recruiting Committee of the Florida 
Library Association? This is an attrac- 
tive four-page folder stating that “Pro- 
fessional librarians are needed.” There 
are five headings in the publication: 

1. “You As A Librarian,” which 
lists the selling points of libra- 
rianship. 

“You Can Work” — indicating 
the various types of libraries. 

3. “You Can Be”—naming various 

specialties within librarianship. 

4. “You Can Become A Librarian” 
—Giving Information as to re- 
quirements. 

5. “Library Schools”—Florida State 
University is listed, and the bro- 
chure points out that there are 
other library schools. 

Brochures may be obtained by writ- 
ing to Dr. Dorothy Dodd, State Library, 
Tallahassee. 

(> LIBRARY AND JANITOR’S FEE 
—Under this combined heading the 
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> Mrs. Margaret Nation, chairman of the FLA Recruiting Committee, displays some of the recruiting 
materials used during the weekend-camp for the Florida School Library Council held near Leesburg, 
April 27-29. Copies of the new FLA recruiting leaflet were distributed during the meetings, Posters 
were prepared by Library School students at FSU. Over 300 students attended the camp. 
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The Editors Own Subject Headings 


following is quoted from the Register 
of East Florida Seminary State Normal 
School and Military Institute, Gaines- 
ville, 1884-85 and 1885-86: “All stu- 
dents pay at the beginning of each 
term a library fee of fifty cents and a 
janitor’s fee of one dollar.” Is this still 
widespread today? 

( FLORIDA; THE LAND OF RO- 
MANCE shines in copper type from 
the cover of the new publication by 
Dorothy Dodd published by The De- 
partment of Agriculture of Florida. 
One-hundred and two pages of facts 
descriptively written about our state 
are as Captivating as a highly-publi- 
cized imprint published for the com- 
mercial world. The book, especially 
for those who think of Florida as “the 
greatest,” brings a satisfying enjoyment. 


Dr. Dodd has done a nice job in pre- © 


senting the history of Florida. Many 
illustrations of Florida locations and 
“characters” fill the curiosity of the 
reader. There is a not-so-fine feature 
of the publication; that is, the final 


pages have been given over by the De- 
partment of Agriculture to blurbs and 
writing about current Florida attrac- 
tions. This should have been left to 
another publication and not combined 
with the presentation as made by Dr. 
Dodd. (Free of charge from Florida 
State Library ) 


© THE BOOKLIST AND _ SUB. 
SCRIPTION BOOK BULLETN—was 
merged into one publication as of Sep- 
tember 1, 1956. The subscription price 
will be the same as the present price 
for The Booklist—$6 a year for 23 
issues, published twice each month ex- 
cept August. 


{©} TAMPA PUBLIC LIBRARY is the 
subject of a recent “Elliott System for 
Libraries” brochure entitled Operation 
Tampa. It is a legal-size cardboard 
folder with photographs of the Elliott 
System of registration and notice-ad- 
dressing system — starring Bill Frieze. 
Have you seen this and are you inter- 
ested in the Elliott System? 


& THE EDITOR HAS BEEN RE- 
QUESTED TO PRINT NEWS ITEMS 
CONCERNING LIBRARIANS 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE. THE 
EDITOR CANNOT PRINT ITEMS 
OF THIS NATURE UNLESS THE 
FACTS ARE SENT TO HIM. HOW 
ABOUT SOME HELP? 


(© WILDCAT THE SEMINOLE (The 
Florida War) — Electa Clark copy- 
rights a 1956 imprint which, according 
to the publisher’s blurb, is “the story of 
the Seminoles, told . . . without senti- 
mentality, . . . in the lively, readily un- 
derstood language boys and girls have 
enjoyed in her other books.” This is 
one of the volumes listed in the Ameti- 
can Heritage Series available from 
Aladdin Books for $1.75. 


(> SOCIETY OF THE FOUR ARTS 
is undergoing an extensive face-lifting. 
Vincent Rapetti writes that a new stack 
building is under construction and that 
the Children’s wing is almost complet- 
ed. Rosemary Glenn, graduate of Indi- 
ana University Library School, is the 
new Children’s Librarian. 
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FAITH, LEADERSHIP, FELLOW- 
SHIP, CITIZENSHIP 


These words encircle the seal of the 
Florida Youth Workshop, designed by 
its members. The workshop is conduct- 
ed each summer by the General Exten- 
sion Division in cooperation with the 
Youth Workshop Association, the Flor- 
ida Recreation Association, the Florida 
Student Council Association, the Uni- 
versity of Florida, the State Department 
of Education, and the Florida Highway 
Patrol. These organizations are taking 
a positive approach toward helping 
Florida youth grow up responsibly. 
They are offering their faith, their lead- 
ership, their fellowship to Florida’s 
future good citizens. 


Probably many Florida librarians 
read Margaret Culkin Banning’s article 
in the August issue of READER’S 
DIGEST, “Let's Stop Maligning Ameri- 
can Youth.” Her statistics point out 
that ninety-five per cent of our teen- 
agers are behaving well, concerned with 
education or job training, while the 
disturbing five per cent get the head- 
lines. She reminds us that 2,000,000 
4-H Club members are cultivating 
nearly 1,000,000 acres of land and 
tending 1,325,000 head of livestock; 
7,000,000 young people are enrolled in 
Sunday schools or youth choirs; mil- 
lions are Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts; 
400,000 are Boy’s Clubbers, paper boys, 
and others sharing in civic responsibili- 
ties and welfare efforts. 


We are not to overlook the five per 
cent who need rescuing from the nar- 
cotics racket and other crimes infesting 
our cities. But every community has an 
obligation to keep its well-behaved 
teeners in that category through whole- 
some home life, youth organizations 
and planned training. In the long run, 
it is the youth of a nature that brings 
its elders up with advancing culture. 
Are we librarians alerted to our share 
in this process? 


Following is a sample of books 
which may be borrowed from the Ex- 
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Extension Library Service 


by FELICIA TRAXLER, 
Florida Extension Library 


tension Library for such training. (The 

letter A or Y indicates whether the 

book is addressed to adults or to young 

people. ) 

A 649.1 
Bl2a Bacmeister, Rhoda, ALL IN 
THE FAMILY, Appleton, 1951 

Y 268.7 
B34ws Bays, Alice, WORSHIP 
SERVICES FOR PURPOSEFUL LIV- 
ING, Abingdon, 1949 

A 392.3 
B38d_ Beasley, Christine, DEMOC- 
RACY IN THE HOME, Assn. Press 
1954 

Y 150.13 
C85b Crawford, John, BETTER 
WAYS OF GROWING UP, Muhlen- 
berg Press, 1948 

Y 649.1 
G911 Grossman, Jean, LIFE WITH 
FAMILY, Appleton, 1948 

Y 178.1 
H35a Hearn, Charles, ALCOHOL- 
ISM OR ABSTINENCE, Stoddard, 
1951 


A 649.1 
K15h Katz, Barney, HOW TO BE 
A BETTER PARENT, Ronald, 1953 
Y 170L 
L44h Lawton, George, HOW TO 
BE HAPPY THOUGH YOUNG, 
Vanguard, 1949 


A 649.1 
Oslf Osburne, Ernest, THE FAMILY 
SCRAPBOOK, Assn. Press, 1951 

Y 392.3 
Ov21 Overton, Grace, LIVING 
WITH PARENTS, Broadman Press, 
1954 

Y 238 
P3lg Peale, Norman, A GUIDE TO 
CONFIDENT LIVING, Prentice, 
1948 

A 301.15 
9541 Roberts, Dorothy, LEADER- 


SHIP OF TEEN-AGE GROUPS, 
Assn. Press, 1950 
A 176 


Sh91 Shultz, Gladys, LETTERS TO 
JANE, Lippincott, 1947 


MAKE SIGNS IN COLOR WITH 


PLASTIC DISPLAY LETTERS 


Florida Representative 


WESLEY SUMMERS 
4181 LONDON ROAD 
JACKSONVILLE 


RED, WHITE, BLUE 
YELLOW, GREEN and BLACK 


* 
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PLAIN or PIN BACK 


SIZES—%", 1", 1%”, 2” HIGH 


Please write for complete 
information 


Gaylord Gr08. Tue 


YRACUSE YORK 


i a a 











PUBLIC LIBRARIES — F 

















(Cont'd. from Page 14, Col. 3) 


FOLLETT are working for a budget that will en- 


LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS || able this two-year-old library to be the . 
progressive active library that is a 

FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES | fundamental requirement for every 
Send for our Catalog || community. They have made an ex- ‘ 
ceptionally good start and mean to } 


The FOLLETT GUIDE TO GOOD READING | *?*" j 


Note: Because so many of the an- 














Outstanding Children’s Books | swers for the requests for news as to ; 
Popular Teen- Age Books the activities of Florida Libraries in- ‘ 

cluded fascinating bits of history of the 

Popular Reprints libraries, I wonder if it might be inter- - 

; esting to have as part of this page 3 

Our Representative, Mr. Frank McCann, thumbnail sketches of the libraries in ti 
will be calling on you soon. the state. Would the readers of this m 

page be interested in such a project? it 

FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK COMPANY ——S——— a 
(Division of Wilcox & Follett Co.) . 
1018 W. Washington Blvd. . | b 
Chicago 7, Illinois | 1 
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YOU SPEND ON 4 
AUTO INSURANCE |: 


"oes inte aa anes 


| GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES INSURANCE COMPANY 
| 7ACKSONVILLE OFFICE 224 PEARL STREET  * PHONE Elgin 5-8424 J 


SAVINGS You save up to 30% 


from standard rates because you 
eliminate from your premium 
the cost of maintaining the cus- 
tomary agency system and all 


membership fees. i 
SERVICE You are protected by | © Single C) Married (No. of children... i 
the Standard Automobile Policy. 5 

You also enjoy immediate claim j Residence Address sapesindesis jodhdinindipiantgasselcnbintio saccondevanetpossenshceahbeunnebeenansintectddinpensteg : 
service from over 650 profes- RE | Sees "| SAR. "CET 
ome claim spnioemenives lo- y Location of Car... a i on RS Se) oo 2 Le 
cated in every sizeable city in } 
the U. S. and its possessions. mete ey ead i 


SECURITY Year after year, 98 


of every 100 policyholders re- 
new their auto insurance with 
Government Employees Insur- 
ance Company. Experience has 
roven to over 350,000 policy- 
olders that there is no finer 
insurance at any price. 


f {e} Days per week auto driven to work?................. One way distance is........ .......... miles. 
b) Is car used in any occupation or business? (Excluding to and from work) (] Yes] No 


. Estimated mileage during next year?..............My present policy expires... /..000.00/ 0... 





f ' Government Emp.oyees MAIL TODAY FOR RATES 
7 Insurance Company No Obligation * NoA 

i rf (Capital Stock Co. Not Affiliated with U.S. 4 Govt) o Oblig o Agent Will Call } 
we WASHINGTON 5. D. C. 





FOR FREE INFORMATION ON YOUR CAR, MAIL COUPON ABOVE OR THE INQUIRY CARD ATTACHED IN THIS ISSUE 
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Public Libraries and 
the Next Decade — 


(Cont'd from Page 8, Col. 3) 


out of date by 1965. It will probably 
be a little less sacred, a little less sur- 


rounded by maudlin sentimentality. 
Even librarians will recognize it as a 
tool and will evaluate it’s communica- 
tive ability along with films, recordings 
and other media. 


2. The librarian will not be out of 
date by 1965. He will be a part of a 
respected albeit an underpaid profes- 
sion. 


3. The public library as an institu- 
tion now stands on the threshold of its 
most active period in history. The first 
industrial revolution required men with 
sufficient training for repetitive opera- 
tions with simple tools and machines. 
Men of agricultural background had to 
be upgraded for these tasks and the 
“mechanics libraries” at the turn of the 
century were the result. The second 
industrial revolution is now breaking 
through. Again men must be upgrad- 
ed, this time from the simple skills of a 
mass production line to a complete un- 
derstanding of the complex machines 
which now occupy their places in that 
line. The accelerated education in the 
coming decade offers us the greatest 
opportunity we have ever had to draw 
through our doors many new millions 
of people. Our library doors may in- 
deed prove to be the entrance to the 
People’s University. 





"Have You Joined?” 
THE BouNnD-TO-STAyY-BOouND 


Fulound BOOK CLUB PLAN 


60 FAVORITE AUTHORS GENUINE BOUND- 
IN GROUPS OF STAY-BOUND QUALITY 
12 BOOKS AT AMAZING SAVINGS. 
Now, for the first time you can 
get Bound-To-Stay-Bound 
PRE-BOUND books in a Club 
Plan which saves you time 
and money. Books in each 
group will be selected — five 
from Spring publication and 
seven from Fall publication. 
Any selection not wanted may 
be returned for full credit. For 
complete information, send 
TODAY for. brochure describ- 
ing the plan and the books. 
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PARAGON BINDINGS 


Our 1956 Fall list is out. 


We also have a fine reader list for Ist 3 grades. 


Why not compare our bindings and prices? 


You will like our SUDDEN SERVICE! 


DON. R. PHILLIPS, INC. 


PARAGON BINDINGS 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 


THE EDUCATIONAL & LIBRARY DIVISION OF 


P. F. COLLIER & SON CORPORATION 


which publishes among other important 


Library Books, the justly famous 


COLLIER’S ENCYCLOPEDIA 


is represented in your State by 


H. Benedetto 
P. O. Box 4243 
Jacksonville 


For information, catalogs or a personal visit, 


a card to the above address. 





MORONEY 








THOS. F. MORONEY CO., INC. 


433 BOSTON TURNPIKE SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 




















OVER 11,000 TITLES 
of the 
BEST BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


are listed in 


HUNTTING’S STANDARD 


JUVENILE CATALOG 


Revised To Summer 1956 


| Available in 

PUBLISHER’S BINDING 

HUNTTING QUALITY BUCKRAM 
PLASTI-KLEER* ECONOMY BINDING 


| also available the most complete selection of prebound 
PRIMERS AND READERS and EASY BOOKS 


If you have not received your copy, send for it today 


THE H. BR. HUNTTING CO. 


29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Mass. 


Over a Half Century Serving 
Libraries and Schools 





* Trade-Mark of Bro-Dart Industries, Inc. } 



























ADULT EDUCATION — - 
(Cont'd. from Page 9, Col. 3) priatt 





is fortunate for us because in our swiftly 


changing world with its complex §%%% 
technological, socialogical and political Adan 
problems, world-wide in scope and far Miss 
reaching in influence, it is imperative Libra 
that we have an intelligent and in- ho 

1§ | 


formed people. And today the average 
person must keep on with his educa- | 
tion. We cannot consider education as 


being finished as of the last day of |S! 
formal schooling at any level. What |'%8 h 
students have learned in school is out- |‘ 
moded in many cases as they step out of ys 
tere 


the school door. What is needed is a 
program of continuing education which {P@*S 


libraries, large and small, are in a key | b 
position to provide. Ma 
tende 


Because we felt the importance of tie 
adult education to the people as a by th 
whole, we considered it doubly im- (” tor 
portant to those in military service. On ak: 
those people who come to our base Do 
from all over the world and who leave dain 
our base for far flung outposts falls a aia 
heavy burden. From them we get a hi 
clear view of the actual situations that Beach 
exist in foreign countries. In turn, they Mr 
can be helped to understand and appre- Gifts 
ciate the culture of those foreign people. of Cc 
On these service men and women of 


f 
ours, so diverse in rank and _back- med 
os cernec 
ground, falls the responsibility of not tat 


only being the protectors of our free- 
dom but also of being our representa- Qu 
tives to all the world, to people who }., 

; : ida L 
will soon choose between Communism 


bra 
and Democracy and who yearn to know f. oy 
in the 
something about the United States and Peo 
its people. Who can truly estimate the may 
influence of these people on the picture eat 
other countries have of our nation? Du 


Our adult education at Tyndall iS fpater 
only just beginning. How it will de- éjneq 
velop in the future we do not know 4g... 
We look forward with hope to its con- fof ip. 
tinued operation and expansion and to 





© hroun 
its playing an important part in the life Jim , 
of the people on this base. ke 
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STATE LIBRARY NEWS — of the 


(Cont'd. from Page 12, Col. 3) ory © 
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be spent between now and January. 
This, in effect, means that states sub- 
mitting plans by January 1 will recewe The \, 
the basic. $40,000 allotment under this Hrom «1 
appropriation. An effort will be made Prditic 
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in January to obtain additional appro- 


priations. Personal Notes 

It is with great regret that we an- 
nounce the resignation of Zella D. 
Adams as director of library extension. 
Miss Adams, who came to the State 
Library in September, 1952, from the 
West Palm Beach Memorial Library, 
's resuming her old position as librarian 
there on September 1. When she came 
to the State Library, we were just be- 
ginning our extension program. Dur- 
ing her four years here she has placed 
that program on a firm footing and has 
contributed greatly to the growing in- 
terest in better library service in all 
parts of the state. Her successor has not 
yet been appointed. 

Mary McRoy, reference librarian, at- 
tended the Institute for the Administra- 
tion and Preservation of Archives held 

(7 the American University in Wash- 
ington in June and July in cooperation 
with the National Archives. 

Dorothy Dodd, state librarian, was 
elected second vice president of the Na- 
tional Association of State Libraries at 
the annual conference held in Miami 
Beach before the ALA conference. 

Mr. Alton B. Keller, head of the 
Gifts and Exchange Division, Library 
of Congress, visited the State Library 
after ALA to discuss problems con- 
cerned with the acquisition of Florida 
documents for the Library of Congress. 
Odds and Ends 

Questionnaires for the 1955-56 Flor- 
ida Library Directory and Public Li- 
brary Statistics will be sent out early 
in the fall. We shall appreciate prompt 
= of the forms, in order that we 
may compile the statistics for publica- 
tion in January. 

During the spring the Church of 
Latter Day Saints of Jesus Christ micro- 
filmed the old county tax rolls in the 
State Library. There are about 1,200 
of the tax rolls, dating from 1845 to 
around 1870. Positive copies of the 

Ims will be donated to the library. 

An important recent acquisition con- 
pists of ten volumes of the session laws 
bf the Legislative Council of the Terti- 
ory of Florida. 

Florida State Library Book List No. 2, 
tt and Architecture, was issued recently 
nd sent out with the June Newsletter. 
The books on this list may be borrowed 
tom the State Library on interlibrary loan. 
ditional copies are available on request. 
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MARADOR 
PLAstt BINDERS 


Marador Regal No. 110 
¢ Marador Challenger No. 122 
¢ Marador Challenger No. 124 


¢ Marador Penny Pincher No. 130 


BEAUTIFUL « FULL COVER VISIBILITY »« INTERCHANGE- 
ABILITY »* NON-INFLAMMABLE e ELECTRONIC BONDS 
e FUNGUS RESISTANT « WATERPROOF « CLEAN AND 
SANITARY 


On every ocean and continent, except Africa, Marador Binders 
serve with distinction under conditions ranging from the Library 
of Congress to U.S. Navy troopships. 


Write for information 
PHONE NOrmandy 2-2215 


MARADOR CORPORATION 


1722 GLENDALE BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES 26, CALIF. 


Dont Discard... 
That Worn Book!!! | 


LET US REBIND IT 


It's Economical - - - 
It will be better than new. 
Write for prices and further information 


School or library__ 





Official 








City 


Standard School Service, Inc. 


3827 First AVENUE, NoRTH 
BIRMINGHAM 6, ALABAMA 
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A CHALLENGE TO FLORIDA LIBRARIANS 


LET’s FACE the unpleasant fact that 
those of us who are interested in getting 
adequate public library service for the 
people of Florida face a tough, almost 
heartbreaking selling job. 

We do not face active opposition. 
We face something much harder to 
handle. We face apathy and indiffer- 
ence. We find this apathy and indif- 
ference among the state leaders as well 
as among the citizens as a whole. 

We are being realistic when we say 
that the majority of citizens of Florida 
have little or no interest in libraries. 

Must we accept as permanent our 
position close to the bottom of the list 
of states in the quality and quantity of 
our public library service? Or shall we 
hail all this as a challenge? 

Whose fault is it that there is no 
greater public interest in libraries? 
Obviously it is the fault of librarians, 
library trustees, and others who in one 
way or another are connected with li- 
braries. Whenever a sale is not made 
it is the failure of the salesman to sell 
and never the failure of the customer 
to buy. 

The citizens of Florida will demand 
and will make use of library services 
when they are made aware of what 
contribution libraries can make to their 
well being. 

The newspapers and magazines are 
filled with advertisements and articles 
that tell people what this or that pro- 
duct will do to help them live more 
successfully and more happily. 

Physical hunger proclaims itself in- 
sistently. People will commit murder 
and even eat their fellow men to satisfy 
their physical hunger. But people may 
be dying of mental malnutrition with- 
out being aware of it. 

What must we do to provide food 
for the mentally hungry — even for 
those who are unaware of their hunger? 

First: -We must provide sources of 
supply. We must establish more librar- 
ies. We must create more centers where 
needed information may be found. We 
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Editorial 


must send more bookmobiles into re- 
gions where it is uneconomic to set up 
supply centers. 

Second: Having established informa- 
tion centers, we must use all the arts 
of promotion and salesmanship to per- 
suade our citizens of all ages to make 
effective use of library resources. 
Leaders concerned with state planning 
and development must be sold the idea 
that in state development there is noth- 
ing of greater importance than mental 
capital. By increasing the mental capi- 
tal for our citizens we almost automa- 
tically increase our state’s material 
capital. 

One man on a certain farm fails 
lamentably, another man, using the 
same land and equipment, turns it into 
a success. Why? Because he adds ideas, 
plans, methods—mental capital—that 
the first man did not possess. 

Our job, then, is to advertise the 
truth that up to now society has not 
developed any institution superior to 
an adequately equipped and adequately 
staffed public library as a warehouse 
and distributing center of the wisdom 
of the ages—the organized experience 
of the race. 

Let us start where we are with what 
we have. In our planning let us be 
idealists. In our demonstrations let us 
be realists. Even one person in a com- 
munity who loves libraries and appreci- 
ates their worth in helping to create 
happier, richer, more successful, wiser 
citizens, can achieve magical results. 
What is needed is steady, persistent, per- 
suasive salesmanship. 

Who should take the lead in enlist- 
ing the help of persons who will do 
what is needed? The answer is: 
Librarians. If librarians, whose lives 
are tied to libraries, refuse to accept the 
responsibility and fail to do the work, 
who will? How dare we expect some 
outsider, concerned with other matters, 
to enlist without invitation in a cause 
that will demand of him the expendi- 
ture of his time and his mental and 


physical energy? 

There are libraries in Florida that | 
have been transformed during the past 
ten years by the combined efforts of 
creative librarians and citizen groups, 
like Friends of the Library. Such le 
braries offer information and inspira 
tion to the rest of the state. What has 
been done by them can be done by all 
the others. 

If Florida is ever to have adequate 
public library service it will be only 
because the people of the state demand 
such service. The members of the legis 
lature will respond when the voters 
command. A few legislators, with great 
er vision than the majority, will do 
what they can now, without waiting 
for a popular demand. These creative 
legislators are priceless. But, alas, they 
are few. 

The members of the Florida State 
Library Board are convinced that the 
value of a “grass roots” demand for 
better library service cannot be over 
estimated. It is essential to ultimate 
success. To give life to that “grass 
roots” demand, every librarian must 
make an effort to organize a citizen 
group in every community. 

As one contribution which may have 
a creative effect, the State Library Board 
will begin publication of Libraries For 
Florida this fall. Because of woefully 
limited resources, the circulation of this 
new monthly will be limited. It will 
be sent to members of the Legislatutt, 
to state officials, and to.other state leat 
ers. Lack of money will not permit? 
to send it fo all whose help we needy 

But the greatest help the libraty 
cause can have must come from libra 
ians and organized citizens who desil 
to increase the cultural content of 
rida. Start now to see that your legé 
tive representatives and others 
what they should know about 
money - making, happiness - producitig 
success - creating value of libraries. 

Thomas Dreier, Chairn 
State Library Board 
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